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ST. PETERSBURG –
Pastor Clarence Williams
and the Greater Mt. Zion
AME family pulled out all
the stops last Sunday
with their fifth annual
Black History Worship
Celebration.
Although this congregation celebrates AfricanAmerican history all year
long, bringing some of
the greatest minds to St.
Pete during their MLK
Lecture Series every January, this year Chairperson Orlando Pizana and
the black history com-

mittee secured education
activist and noted scholar
Dr. Yohuru Williams,
Ph.D.
Before Williams electrified the congregation,
D’Errica Daniels paid
tribute to former slave
turned
entrepreneur
Elder Jordan Sr., for
whom the Jordan Park
Housing Development is
named after.
Unsure of his birthplace and the exact birthday, Jordan, Sr. was born
into slavery and was
manumitted at the age of
15 when President Abraham Lincoln issued the

Proclamation Emancipation in 1863.
Leaving behind a successful farm in North
Florida in fear of reprisal
for hiding a black man
from white vigilantes, he
and his wife along with
their children settled in
St. Pete in 1904. He sold
fruit and vegetables,
owned a livery stable and
operated a bus line that
carried African-American
passengers all over the
Tampa Bay area long before there were bridges.
This self-made man
bought land by bidding
on tax deeds, and he and

his five sons: Elder, Jr.,
Basha,
McKinley,
Christopher and Harry
built
single-family
homes, rooming houses,
opened Jordan Beach,
the first black beach in
St. Pete, and cleared the
land on 22nd Street,
which paved the way for
other businesses to open,
many with his financial
help.
In 1925, he and his
sons contracted with R.L.
Sharpe to build a 12,000
square foot two-story
building on the 600 block
of 22nd Street. Originally
See HISTORY, page 10

‘Fighting for the Right to Fight’
BY GWENDOLYN REESE
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Currently on exhibit at
the St. Petersburg Museum of History is
“Fighting for the Right to
Fight: African American
Experiences in WWII.”
The exhibit that opened
in October of last year
and closes on March 5,
tells the story of how
thousands of African
Americans rushed to enlist at the start of World
War II intent on serving
their country – even as it
treated them as secondclass citizens. They were
determined to fight to
preserve the freedom
that they themselves had
been denied.
The African Ameri-

can Heritage Association
of St. Petersburg, FL,
Inc. along with the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson
African American History Museum and Gallerie 909 are intent on
making sure this story is
told and that members of
the African-American
community can visit the
exhibit.
These organizations
have collaborated with
the Museum of History
for a special event on
Tuesday, Feb. 28 from 68 p.m. that will include
the exhibit, a reception
and a panel of distinguished veterans sharing their experiences in
the military during war
and times of peace.
Thanks to St. Peters-

In June 1942, the US Navy began accepting
black men for service outside of the
steward branch. William Baldwin was the
first General Service recruit.
burg Museum of History Executive Director
Rui Farias and museum
volunteer Linda Whitley,
the usual admission of
$15 has been reduced to
$6 for this event and chil-

dren under the age of six
can attend for free.
The exhibit originally
opened last July in New
Orleans at the National
WWII Museum. The
See FIGHT, page 9
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Dr. Sheila Walker, Ph.D.

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Cultural anthropologist and
filmmaker Dr. Sheila
Walker, Ph.D. headlined
the Association for the
Study of African-American
Life and History’s (ASALH)
third annual Black History
Month Celebration dinner.
ASALH is dedicated to
bringing to the entire world
the history of African
Americans and other members of the African diaspora.
“We need to preserve
our history, said St. Petersburg chapter President
Jacqueline Hubbard. “We
need to understand that we
have persevered over 400
years under the most terroristic and brutal system
of racism that has existed
anywhere in the world.”
ASALH makes it a point
to make every meeting free
and open to the public.
With thought provoking
topics and special guess
that relate to black history
and culture, they continue
to seek new members with
a thirst for knowledge.
Keynote
speaker
Walker is the executive director of Afrodiaspora, Inc.,
a non-profit organization
that develops documentary
films and educational materials about the global
African diaspora.
Last Friday, Feb. 17 at
the St. Petersburg Country
Club, Walker presented her
See ASALH, page 11
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Economic beat down
Dear Editor,
As any of you know, the
economic issues of south
St. Petersburg have been
for a long time the subject
of both controversy and
scrutiny. Politicians and
community activists alike
have made many suggestions over the years as to
how to address the economic needs of the area.
Most residents would
agree the answers to this
economic plight have been
few and far in between in
terms of sustainability and
significant impact.
The stability of any
economy (local or national) depends on two
basic economic principles
of production and sales.
For decades, local officials
have promoted and often
celebrated the grand opening of supermarket chains,
retail outlets and restaurants in south St. Pete, all
of which were geared towards the aspect of sales
and dependent upon the
consumption of the poor
and economically challenged residents.
With the abrupt closing
of retail titan Walmart on
18th Avenue South, it is
safe to say that the experiment with sales in the
poorer districts of south St.
Pete has failed to empower
and effectively impact the
economic needs of local
residents. However, the
production aspect of economic prosperity has yet to
be explored.
The idea of factories
and mass line production
of products and goods has
yet to be explored in the
corridors of south St. Pete.
Tropicana Field has been a
concern for many local residents who are bitter about
what is perceived as “deception” by past officials
who unearthed years of
African-American heritage
interred in Moffitt Cemetery to make way for development.
Clean energy production is the economic revolution of the 21st century,
and south St. Pete resi-

dents are poised to take
part in the economic boom
of manufacturing clean energy products. However,
local officials have refused
to listen or even consider
the demands by residents
who support the marketing and soliciting of clean
energy companies to invest in south St. Pete.
Tropicana Field has the
potential to provide more
than 20,000 local jobs if
transformed into a clean
energy manufacturing factory of parts and products.
This along with local ports,
airlines and an extensive
highway system could distribute manufactured products around the world.
St. Petersburg has the
potential to lead the nation
in clean energy manufacturing and production, according
to
studies.
However, this aspiration by
south St. Pete residents
will continue to be shortlived under Mayor Kriseman’s and Congressman
Charlie Crist’s administrations because the “exploitive politics” played on
the residents of south St.
Pete is volatile to both their
campaign strategies.
With that said, not only
do residents deserve better representation, but residents
also
deserve
economic prosperity that
reflects the rest of the city.
How long will the so-called
black leaders turn their
backs and suck their
thumbs when it comes to
the economic needs of
south St. Pete?
Why is it that these
“black leaders” consider it

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

a privilege to attend events
and be photographed with
the very people that are
economically oppressing
their friends, family and
community?
Kriseman and Crist
both have the resources at
their disposal to bring
about economic prosperity
to south St. Pete in an unway—reprecedented
sources that come with the
office. Yet no one even
mentions the fact that Crist
has been silent on economic prosperity (for residents in his district) since
being elected to congress,
and Kriseman may speak
on prosperity, but refuses
to solicit or allocate the
funds that will bring the
idea to fruition.
Given the fact that
many residents voted for
both Kriseman and Crist, it
may be a wrong assumption by me and many other
residents that economic
prosperity is important to
the south St. Pete community. In fact, some residents
seem to enjoy the “economic beat down” this
community is receiving
from both administrations.
Chico Cromartie

Praise the Lord.
I want to invite you out to our Sunday
afternoon services from 3- 4:30 pm.
Help me Holy Ghost.
It took everything in me to stay on
task and complete this subject matter
this week. But next week, I will address
this next topic that has me burning up so
much that I almost ... Pray for me, but I
will try to be as gentle as I can but its just
so incredibly amazing to me that when
you see the ship is sinking that instead of
attempting to plug the leak, save the
women and children first, make sure
everyone has a life vest, you would rather
continue to try to find fault, point fingers,
attempt to lead without wisdom, etc, etc.
Next week will be one you don’t want
to miss.
Dispensational Distinctions - the Principal of Rightly Dividing the Word - Part
2.
Another word is ‘TIME.” also in Eph.
1:10 — “the fulness of times...” The word
times can have various meanings, one of
its meanings is of a period of time during
which God is working out His purposes,
sometimes it separated by new command or covenants. The Bible speaks of
the “times of the Gentiles” (Lk. 21:24),
the “times of the restitution of all things”
(Acts 3:21), and “this present time”
(Rom. 11:5).
In Acts 1:7 we find the phrase “the
times,” referring to God’s plan. These are
also called “the seasons.” God’s great calendar which was expressed in the Feast
days. These periods of time are where
God is working out His eternal purposes
toward fulfillment. These periods in the
Bible are called “dispensations,” “ages,”
“times.” Some are general some are
more specific.
Whether one sees this many dispensations, they have to concede there are
at least three where God dealt with man
differently.
1) The Garden of Eden. Pre Mosaic without the Mosaic law, (Jn.1:17): This
dispensation, is a time of innocence when
man did not know of sin. We have no
time measurement for this, it could have
been months or years, we know that
Adam lived to 930 after he sinned. We do
not know the age of when he failed the
test by the temptation that came to Eve
by the Serpent.
After sin Mankind was outside the
garden and reproduced under sin. The
people of God did not have circumcision,

Luncheon, movie and discussion at
the Woodson Museum

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG

20 51 38 DAYS
3-2

BY ABIGAIL PAYNE,

CA$H 3

Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
The ability to learn is an
essential part of life. It is a
form of acquisition that
continues throughout our
lives. A part of learning is
being able to discuss what
has been learned and to
understand what other
points of views and personal experiences can
provide.
At the first mid-month,
mid-week matinee offered
by the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum, it
was an opportunity to
learn. A mixed crowd, varied in age, background,
experience and education
filled the building last
Thursday afternoon.
Terri Lipsey Scott,
chair of the museum’s
board of directors, hosted
a soulful luncheon that included chicken, collard
greens, macaroni and
cheese, cornbread and
much more. With roughly
25 people in attendance,
the small crowd chose the
documentary “13th” instead of Lee Daniel’s “The
Butler.”
The documentary explored the topic of the

CON N ECT
W ITH US

the Sabbath or Mosaic laws i.e. or the
priesthood. They did have the moral law
which continued –instilled in them as the
image of God man was created in.
From the fall of Adam’s fall to the
Flood (Genesis 4-8; 1,600 years). There
was no law, but there were prophets sent
by God, such as Abel, Enoch, and Noah.
God left man to grow his sinfulness. Man
corrupted the earth and had to be destroyed in the flood, with only Noah and
his family being saved to continue the
human race. This period lasted roughly.
At this period God changed the food
from (Gen.1:29, 2:9). After the judgment
by the flood we read that God said:
“Every moving thing that lives shall be
food for you. I have given you all things,
even as the green herbs. “But you shall
not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.”
Man went from being a strict vegetarian to adding meat to his diet of eating
vegetables. But there were restrictions
with eating the meat (Gen. 9:3-4).
After the Flood to the building of the
Tower of Babel (Genesis 9-11, 400 years.)
God gave Noah and his children new
commandments. First, replenish the
earth (Gen. 9:1). And He commanded
them to put murderers to death (Gen.
9:5-6). He established a covenant in that
He promised never to destroy the world
with a flood (Gen. 9:8-17).
It is later when the Mosaic law is
given that animals are put into two categories to eat “that you may distinguish
between holy and unholy, and between
unclean and clean” (Lev. 10:10). Prior to
the flood mankind did not eat meat, after
the flood mankind was given permission
to eat meat. Early on animals were in two
categories, clean and unclean for sacrifices. Later in the Mosaic covenant to
make Israel a distinct people they were
clean and unclean for food.
The time period from Abraham to the
giving of the Law to Moses for the first
time to mankind (Gen. 12-50, 430 years).
During this period, God began building
a nation through Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. Abraham was given a covenant
(Gen.12) the rite of circumcision and was
used to build a nation that would be separate unto God, called Israel. Israel was
made from the 12 sons of Jacob and
brought into Egypt. Thus preparation for
the giving of the law.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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prison system in the
United States. It also shed
light on how the history
and re-design of slavery,
the economy and the political structure of the nation continues over and
over throughout history
to subjugate the AfricanAmerican community.
With
our
newly
elected president and his
controversial election still
sparking debates, the discussion was a non-stop debate that allowed the
younger members to
learn from their elders
and for the seniors to hear
how the younger generation thinks and feel.
With guidance advising the attendees on

“What should we do?” and
“How can we encourage
change?” the event was
more successful than
Lipsey Scott had anticipated.
Events such as these
encourage the community
to come out and discuss
and educate themselves
while allowing them to
step outside of their comfort zones and talk about
issues occurring in and
around the community.
This screening was
not just for the AfricanAmerican community; it
was open to the entire
public because to make
progression, one community cannot do it alone.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Midtown redevelopment
lessons learned
Dear Editor,
The closing of Walmart
has shined an even brighter
light on the redevelopment
failures within south St. Petersburg. Fingers are being
pointed and blame assigned, and I am not quite
sure why. It doesn’t matter
who was in office and
when, the fact is that in
spite of the millions of public dollars that have come
through or gone by south
St. Petersburg, the results
are the same: there has
been very little meaningful
or sustained redevelopment in the area.
It would have been my
hope that as opposed to
current and former administrations taking pot shots at
each other’s time in office,
the discussion at this point
would be simple. Through
the Baker, Foster and
Kriseman administrations,
the conversations must
begin with a question: What
lessons have we learned
about what works and doesn’t work?
Yes, this means some
truth telling and some
bruised egos, but at the end
of the day, folks would readily be able to see that, again
I say, in spite of all the good
intentions, sustained redevelopment in south St. Petersburg
has
been
non-existent and it won’t
happen with a shotgun approach of trying something
to see what sticks.
To get the discussion
going and the list started, I
would like to offer a couple
of observations from three

very different perspectives:
as a parent who raised a
daughter in Midtown, a professional who has worked
within three redevelopment/community development projects (HOPE VI,
Childs Park Youth Initiative
and Sisters for Breast
Health Program with St.
Anthony’s) and lastly as a
resident who came back to
St. Petersburg with a passion for ensuring the community I grew up in had the
opportunity to thrive again.
The Southside CRA
plan, the Midtown Plan,
Hope VI, Brownfields, etc.
were done in a vacuum.
The efforts for job training
were not linked directly to
Career Source. If Career
Source receives public
money and their mission is
to link unemployed people
to businesses, where was
the strategy that talks
specifically about how the
CRA planning process is
linked to career source to
create X number of jobs by
2020?
The St. Petersburg
Chamber has a Grow
Smart initiative that includes a substantial vision
of the Innovation District.
Neither the Midtown
Strategic Plan nor the
Southside CRA identified a
strategy that linked residents in Midtown to the
jobs and business opportunities within the district that
abuts Midtown.
The community organizations that have been
brought to lead the planning efforts did not have

AKA Sorority celebrates
Black Heritage Month with
community events

the level of objectivity nor
experience to lead a planning process in Midtown.
The Southside CRA
plan did not contain any
measurable goals and objectives and city staffers
said that was intentional.
There was no intentional strategy to enhance
businesses that were already in the CRA. For exthere
are
ample,
approximately 100 independently owned early
childhood education centers and homes in south St.
Petersburg. As opposed to
working
with
those
providers to support their
efforts in becoming “quality” early childhood education programs, there was
simply a mention of early
childhood education in the
south side CRA.
My guess is if the discussion started here, we
may be able to move further down the road of advancing
economic
development in south St.
Petersburg.
Maria L. Scruggs, President, St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP

In celebration of
Black Heritage Month,
the ladies of Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. will host interesting,
entertaining and informative free programs to celebrate and commemorate
the rich contributions of
African American people.
The public is invited
to attend the following
free events:
7th Annual Black
Histor y Presentations
– “The Past, The Present,
Our Future,” Thurs., Feb.
23 at 6 p.m., Childs Park
YMCA, 691 43rd St. S
In collaboration with
the men of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, students

will showcase an array of
black history essay presentations, dance, poetry
and floetry.
Financial Literacy
Workshop – MoneySense Sat., Feb.25 from 9
– Noon, Pinellas Technical
College, 901 34th St. S
Financial Literacy is
vital for an individuals’
professional and personal
growth. This workshop
aims to provide students
and their families with information and tools to infinancial
crease
awareness.
Financial literacy topics include:
• Credit Unions vs.
Banks, Are you Bankable?

• Debt Management
The Truth about Credit
and Credit Scores
• Your Financial IQ
and Personal Brand
• Is your Financial
House in Order?
The following partner
agencies will also be in attendance: The National
Foundation for Debt
Management, Achieva
Credit Union, Junior
Achievement, Roy James
Insurance and Financial
Services, Pinellas Technical College, Youth Development Foundation of
Pinellas (AKAdemy), and
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
For more information,
visit ZUOChapter.org.

‘Four Little Girls’
Gibbs High School students will present a production of “Four Little
Girls” in observance of
Black History Month. The
production was written
and directed by Dr. Cody
L. Clark and is based on
the award-winning documentary by Spike Lee.
The film and play covers planning of civil rights

demonstrations that took
place in Birmingham, Ala.,
in 1963. Civil rights activists, including the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. met in a local church to
plan demonstrations and
strategize how to end
racial discrimination. A
local chapter of the Ku
Klux Klan placed bombs
in the basement of the

church and set them off,
causing four young girls to
die in the explosion.
The production will be
performed at Gibbs High
School’s Grande Theater
and is open to the public
on Feb. 24 & 25 at 7 p.m.
A matinee will be held
on Sunday, Feb. 26 at 4
p.m. Admission is $12.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
L’Academie of Dance offers
scholarships

African Attire Fashion Show at
Reader’s Choice

ST. PETERSBURG –
L’Academie of Dance welcomes students of all
ages! If you have the desire to dance regardless of
age or level, you’ll find a
home in this dance studio.
A wide variety of
dance and fitness classes
including professional,
recreational, adult and
community dance projects are offered. From
ballet to jazz, from Latin
rhythms to hip-hop and
everything in between,
each instructor is individually chosen and apby
Artistic
pointed
Director Andrew Guilfoil.
The faculty at L’Academie of Dance nurtures a
positive, safe and professional dance environment
while achieving excellence in the art of dance.
Every student is treated
as an individual regardless of age, sex, race or religion.
A ballet master, Guilfoil is an accomplished
artist, dancer and teacher.
He brings over 30 years of
professional dance education, performance and
teaching to L’Academie of
Dance.
A protégé of Alexander Bennett of the Royal
Ballet, Guilfoil was the
principal dancer for the
Scottish American Ballet
for six years following
with 15 years as an international soloist, teacher
and choreographer.
Many of his former
students have been accepted to world-renowned
schools and companies
for advanced studies and
training.
As a commitment to
the community, L’Academie of Dance offers a

ST. PETERSBURG –
Reader’s Choice Bookstore and Gift Expressions
hosted their second annual Black History Month
African Attire Fashion
Show earlier this month,

scholarship program to
young, aspiring artist that
offers a variety of financial
support towards tuition
and fees to dancers who
qualify for the dance
study program. Scholarship awards are based
upon individual need, ability, accomplishment, talent and recommendation.
For scholarship consideration, one must complete an application and
audition with the artistic
director. This does not
guarantee placement or
an award of scholarship
benefits.
The dance scholarship
program includes a full
dance and movement
study program that includes training, performance, competition and
individual assessment.
The program is based on
technique, artistry and
foundational development
of strong technically bril-

liant dancers who are well
adapted in classical ballet,
tap, jazz, lyrical/contemporary, acrobatics and hip
hop.
L’Academie of Dance
is currently offering a
weekly audition class to
new applicants. They encourage you to arrive 15
minutes before class prepared to take a ballet class
in proper attire, including
a black leotard and pink
tights with ballet shoes
and hair in a bun for girls
and a white t-shirt and
black tights or jazz pants
for boys.
Scholarship applicants
will be asked to attend
and participate in a select
Ballet Technique Class.
L’Academie of Dance
is located at 4853 Park St.
N, St. Petersburg. For
more information, please
contact them at (727) 8260004 or log on to www.lacademieofdance.com.

and African attire was the
order of the day.
The sidewalk in front
of the bookstore, 4341
34th St. S, was turned into
a makeshift runway as
models donned traditional

African clothing in front of
a cheering crowd. The
event also included entertainment, music, poetry,
door prizes and refreshments.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Learn about your hair at Beee Astristry
BY MARLO SCOTT
Staff Writer

GULFPORT – A new
salon has opened its
doors, but the proprietor
in charge is a familiar face
around town. Bonnie
Harvin used to occupy a
space at Frogue’s Hair
Styling, but when her
client list began to expand
she decided to relocate.
Now she sets up shop
at Beee Artistry, 921 49th
St. S, Gulfport, with
enough space to handle
her larger customer base
and her future haircare
line.
In fact, Harvin hopes
when her new oil debuts it
will catch on around town.
Once a shop owner selling
haircare products, Harvin
has tried various products
and techniques with customers for years, all in an
effort to help black
women learn what they
can do to improve the texture of their hair.
“We’ve actually had a
lot of trial and error from
the different products,
that we used,” she said.
Her passion for hair
arose from her time selling hair care creams, oils,
pomades and shampoos.
Although the store didn’t
do well, through hard
work and a lot of practice,
Harvin perfected her
techniques to help women
not only improve the texture of their hair but to
see new hair growth.
“I became passionate
about products and how
products work on different kinds of hair,” said
Harvin, who dove into
studying different curl
patterns and how certain
oils make the hair behave.

Twenty of her closest
clients became her guinea
pigs while experiencing
the highs when she found
a product or technique
that worked, as well as the
lows of failed attempts.
As a licensed cosmetologist, Harvin specializes in educating people
on how to take care of
their natural hair. When
she first started, extensions and weaves were
the trends, so working
with natural hair wasn’t
very popular. Fast forward five years to now
and there’s a natural hair
craze that Harvin hopes
will revolutionize the way
women view their hair.
When Harvin discovered the right mixture of
oils and rosemary, she
used it as a detangler. Her
curious nature and the
willingness of her clientele to experiment led to
her leaving the oil on for
weeks at a time and using
a cap to hold in the oils.
“When I took it off I
noticed that the hair had
grown a lot,” she said.
She continued to use
her oil on every customer
who would let her and realized that the results
weren’t just a fluke. She
experimented with technique and wants to share
her knowledge with
women so they can take
care of their hair at home.
“I can’t do it without
you participating in the
process,” said Harvin.
With limited access to a
customer’s hair on a daily
basis, she believes it’s better to educate the client
on how to use products
and get the most for their
money.
So Harvin offers con-

sultations where she talks
with each customer about
what products would
work best for their hair
ailments. Consultations
are $20, but free with a
purchase of any retail
product such as the oil
she’s created, which incidentally retails for $20 on
its own, or any of the
shampoo and conditioner
systems that she has
available right now.
“Most people wind up
going with a retail product once I tell them what
type of system they
need,” said Harvin, who
finds a lot of people willing to do their hair at
home. “It’s basically a
partnership.”
Her new place is bigger and with a new assistant, Harvin has her
business in order. She did
some upgrading too and
added more steamers so
she could take on more
clients. She hopes her
home care customers will
come and sit under a
steamer and invites anyone who isn’t a current
client to make an appointment and chit chat with
her, sit under a steamer
and learn about their hair.
For more information
on how you can get your
own personal consultation
and access to hair care
products and hair techniques that could change
your life, contact Bonnie
Harvin at (727) 248-2280.
You can also reach her
on Facebook, Twitter,
Snapchat, and Instagram.
Just type in the name
Beee Artistry and start
learning about how you
can take charge and eliminate your hair woes.

Assistant Tasha Lowe and Bonnie Harvin

Monica Nicholas has been a client of Harvin’s
for more than a year and is very happy with her hair.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Black History Month special film presentation Feb. 28 at Palladium
ST. PETERSBURG –
The City of St. Petersburg
will help mark Black History Month with a special
film presentation about the
bloodiest campaign of the
entire Civil Rights Movement, chronicling events
based in Florida.
The St. Petersburg Library System will host a
screening of the awardwinning, hour-long film
“Passage at St. Augustine:
The 1964 Black Lives Matter Movement That Transformed America,” at The
Palladium Theater, 253
Fifth Ave. N, Tuesday, Feb.
28 at 6 p.m.
Free and open to the
public, the screening will
be followed by a conversation and Q&A session with
Boston-based filmmaker
and
Emmy-nominated
journalist Clennon L. King.
The documentary film
is about the little-known but
turbulent St. Augustine
Civil Rights Movement that
dominated the headlines in
1963-64 during the push for
desegregation in the nation’s oldest city. Learn
more and view the film
trailer online at passageatstaugustine.com.
“Often people only associate the Civil Rights
Movement with Alabama,
Mississippi and Georgia,”
said King, who is a former
Florida-based on-air television reporter and correspondent for the St.
Petersburg-based “Florida
Trend” magazine. “But the
truth is that the most violent and transformative
campaign of the movement

unfolded in Florida, changing America for the better,”
In all, more than 45
voices tell the story, including civil rights foot soldiers
and field lieutenants, segregationists, White House
insiders, clergy, Klansman,
correspondents and politicians.
“And while LBJ and
MLK are also featured
prominently, audiences invariably come away asking
why a campaign so pivotal
appears to have been
wiped from the hard drive
of history,” King stated.
An Albany, Ga., native,
the filmmaker first began
working on the documentary in 2002 after a fouryear stint as a television
reporter and anchor at
Jacksonville’s NBC affiliate. With a father who was
a lawyer for Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. (no relation), King grew up
steeped in civil rights history.
Well aware of nearby
St. Augustine’s rich civil
rights past, King began
tracking down veterans of
the campaign.
“I wanted to capture
and chronicle their stories
while they were still here,”
he said, noting nearly a
third of those interviewed
are now deceased.
Thirteen years in the
making, the film premiered in February 2015
before the League of
Women Voters in Martha’s
Vineyard, Mass. Since
then, King has presented
at multiple institutions
across the country, includ-

CONNECT WITH US!

ing Brandeis University,
Boston College, the University of Texas at Austin
and Flagler College in St.
Augustine – where the
campaign unfolded. Last
month, the film was featured at Dartmouth College and before FAMU’s
Sarasota Alumni Chapter
in Sarasota.
King resides in Boston,
home to AugustineMonica
Films, which produced
Passage at St. Augustine
(www.augustinemonica.co
m). Last summer, the film
earned The Henry Hampton Award for Excellence
in Documentary Filmmaking at the 2015 Roxbury International Film Festival.
The Black History
Month Celebration is presented by the St. Petersburg Library System, the
City of St. Petersburg
Urban Affairs, The Palladium Theater and AugustineMonica Films.
About the St. Petersburg Library
St. Petersburg’s Library System provides library resources to meet
the educational, recreational, cultural, intellectual and social needs of its
diverse community. It operates seven community libraries, including the
Main Library, North Community Library, South
Community Library, West
Community Library, Johnson Community Library,
Mirror Lake Community
Library and a micro-library at Childs Park. For
more information, visit
www.splibraries.org.

A motel owner pours acid near Mimi Jones of Roxbury
during a protest at a whites-only pool in St. Augustine,
as seen in the documentary “Passage at St. Augustine.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
100 and wonderful!
BY DEXTER L. MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
On February 12, 1917, in
a little town called Millen,
Ga., there was excitement
in the Flournoy family because of the arrival of a
cute little cuddly baby girl
named Arrie. Born the
seventh of 11 children to
sharecropper
Saul
Flournoy and wife Ella
Sapp, her genetic ancestry, according to African
Ancestry, the PatriClan ™
identifies her with the Ibo
people in Nigeria and the
Mbundu People in Angola.
So much was different
then than now. One could
buy a gallon of milk for 36
cents. Today that same
gallon, of course with
many more additives, will
cost you four bucks. Not
many families had cars,
but those who did bought
gasoline for 16 cents a gallon. Today, you can’t drive
around the corner with
that amount.
With two cents in
1917, you could mail a letter. Seven cents got you a
ticket to the movie theater, and for eight cents
the family had a loaf of
bread. Twenty- two years
later, the average price for
a new car was $700. Oh,
how times have changed
and Arrie Mae Holmes
has lived 100 years to tell
the story.
“I guess times may
have been hard but we
didn’t know it. We had
chores to do and we did
them,” stated Arrie. “My
mother used to carry

buckets of water from the
well to the house and I
was right there along the
side of her. We needed the
water to cook and wash
with, so we needed to
have it. Them buckets got
heavy, but there was no
time to complain. You just
did the work until it was
quitting time.”
Arrie is clothed with
strength and dignity
and spends time rejoicing
as outlined in the Proverbial woman.
She opens her mouth
with wisdom, and the
teaching of kindness is on
her tongue. She looks
well to the ways of her
household and does not
eat the bread of idleness.
Her children rise up and
call her blessed.
And so did the other
150 people who packed
into Lake Vista Recreational Center on Saturday to honor and
celebrate Arrie for 100
wonderful years of being
virtuous. Family and
friends flew and drove
from New York, Michigan, Washington, DC,
Georgia and other parts of
Florida to be a part of this
historical occasion.
“My grandmother is
the most significant
woman in my life and I
would not have missed
the opportunity to celebrate her for nothing in
the world,” said Vincent
Hopkins from the nation’s
capital. “God has truly
himself
manifested
through her to me. We all
came to honor her for
many different reasons

because she has blessed
so many people in so
many different ways.”
One granddaughter
came from Atlanta and
credits her grandmother
for imparting confidence
in her to be bold and face
challenges head on.
Those challenges led
Marlo Hampton to a frequent role on the television
show
“Real
Housewives of Atlanta.”
She is a style expert, executive producer and television personality, but
nothing stands in the way
of honoring grandma.
“When you love someone, it’s easy to make time
for them,” said Hampton.
“She is an amazing
woman. Pink is her favorite color, so that’s why
you see the décor as such.
It represents her being
fabulous and glamorous.
That’s who she is.”
Arrie said her key to a
good life is to work eight
hours and then rest for
eight hours. She states
that you can’t work two
jobs on one body and you
can’t work all day and
then play all night. Your
body must have rest.
There was as much excitement in St. Pete celebrating Arrie’s 100th
birthday as there was in
Millen, Ga., celebrating
her birth. Although much
has changed over time,
the one thing that remains
the same is that Arrie
Mae Holmes is loved by
people.
They
many
showed up and made her
100th birthday all the
more wonderful.

Arrie Mae Holmes
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Valentine’s Day at Enoch Davis Center
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
You’re never too old to
have a good time, and the
60 and older crowd showed
they still like to party at a
Valentine’s Day luncheon
held at the Enoch Davis
Center in their honor.
With a live jazz band and
a catered home cooked meal,
the folks who participate in
the Neighborly Senior Dining program had a Valentine’s Day to remember.
This special day was the
brainchild of Linda Watson,
whose father attends the
Senior Dining program. For
a few years she would fulfill
her monthly Order of the
Eastern Star charity duties
by providing a luncheon for
the seniors, but had moved
on to other projects.
When the director of the
program asked her to come
back, she thought Valentine’s
Day would be the perfect day
to start her work up again.
“I wanted to do something special for them because they really don’t get an
opportunity to do a lot of
stuff,” said Watson.
She and her volunteer
spent the night cooking all
the food that included turkey
and stuffing, collard greens,
sweet potatoes, cabbage and
a myriad of desserts.
Watson had a set program planned, but decided to
go with the flow.

“God didn’t want me to
use that program,” she said.
“I didn’t utilize the program, I
utilized the senior citizens.”
The seniors were asked
to take the microphone and
show the audience what
they had, and that is exactly
what they did. They sang as
if they were auditioning for
American Idol.
Watson has been giving
back to her community for
more than 30 years. She explained that her grandmother used to live in
Graham Park apartments
and when Webb’s City was
closed down, many of the
seniors were left without a
way to get food.
“I started going to different food pantries collecting
food and I would distribute it
to the residents,” she said.
When the Order of the
Eastern Star, a Masonic appendant body open to both
men and women, saw her
good works in the community, they invited her to join
their organization.
“I just do this just because,” she said. “I want to
give back.”
Most of the seniors in attendance participate in the
Neighborly Senior Dining
program, which is a free government funded program located at several centers
throughout Pinellas County.
Along with a hot, nutritious meal, Neighborly offers
participants informational
programs, cooking demon-

Ronella Coney, volunteer
and Cheryl Holiday

strations, entertainment and
activities. They experience
social interaction that is beneficial for their overall health
and well being. To participate, you must be at least 60
years old.
The program offers pick
up and drop off to the Enoch
Davis Center, or if you’d
rather stay home they offer
Meals on Wheels.
Cheryl Holiday, site coordinator for Neighborly Senior
Services said the seniors
seem to enjoy the fellowship
the program has to offer.
“We had a black history
celebration; we do trivia,
karaoke and just come up
with different things for them
to do. We’re also planning a
picnic, and have some surprises in store,” she said.
With about 50 seniors
now currently in the program
housed at Enoch Davis Center, Holiday said they are actively recruiting more.
“A lot of them don’t
have a lot of family so this
becomes their family,” said
Holiday. “That’s why we’re
hoping that we can get
them to come together. We
hope they will become
friends and treat each other
with love and respect.”
If you’re not too busy between the hours of 11-1 p.m.
Monday through Friday and
would like to get out of the
house and meet new people,
please call Holiday at (727)
823-4442 to help get you
signed up.

Linda Watson

Maria Williams
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The first 40 vets get in for free
FIGHT, from front page

mission of the museum is
to tell the story of the
American experience in the
war that changed the
world, why it was fought,
how it was won and what it
means today so that all generations will understand
the price of freedom and be
inspired by what they
learn.
After President Roosevelt opened doors for
African Americans in the
military, more than one
million black service members would take part in
World War II, risking their
lives on behalf of a country
that treated them as second-class citizens. Each
branch resisted accepting
African Americans and
racism and segregation
was as rampant in the military as in civilian life.
When World War II
began, the Army held a
deep distrust in the quality
of black soldiers. The critical need for manpower,
however, forced them to
field several African-American combat units during
the war, but the overwhelming majority of the
900,000 African Americans
that served in the Army
during the war were limited to logistical jobs.
The prewar Army Air

Corps was more vehement
than most of the services
regarding the inferiority of
African Americans. The Air
Corps was adamant that
blacks could not serve as
combat pilots. However,
bowing to a presidential decree in 1941, the Air Corps
began training a limited
number of pilots at
Tuskegee, Ala., the legendary Tuskegee Airmen.
The tradition-bound
Navy initially resisted accepting black service members then enlisted African
Americans but denied
them proper combat training and limited them to the
roles of a stevedore, steward or cook. Nevertheless,
recruitment surged; more
than 160,000 African Americans would serve in the
Navy during World War II.
Initially, the Marine
Corps strongly resisted the
inclusion of African Americans, and limited black
troops to supply and logistical roles. Black marines
found themselves in some
of the fiercest fighting of
the Pacific War, including
Peleliu and Iwo Jima.
Of the nearly 5,000
African-American coastguardsmen who served
during the war, half of them
received billets at shore sta-

Segregated facilities, such as this
bus station in Durham,
North Carolina, were a rude
awakening to many northern
African Americans who ventured
into the South for the first time
during their military service.

tions or as beach patrolmen. The other half went to
sea, most of them as officer’s stewards, though they
also manned battle stations
as gunners, loaders and
ammunition passers.
The Merchant Marine
was technically outside of
the military and was much
more lenient in employing
African Americans. Black
mariners could sign on to
any billet in which they were
qualified, though some shipping companies employed
by the U.S. government still
required that crews be segregated by race.
Please come out and
experience the extraordinary achievements and
challenges of African
Americans during World
War II, both overseas and
on the home front.
Thanks to individual
sponsorships from Carl
Lavender, Carla Bristol,
Whitley and myself, Gwendolyn Reese, veterans are
invited to attend the event
for free. Guest invitations
are limited to the first 40
veterans to respond.
If you are a veteran
and you would like to attend or to participate on
the panel, please contact
me at (727) 418-2881 as
soon as possible.

These women hold a sign reading
“Segregation is Discrimination”
at a demonstration in Houston,
Texas in 1940. Protest against
segregation became more
common during the WWI era.

A black “Rosie the Riveter” works
on a section of a Vultee
Vengeance dive bomber in
Nashville, Tenn., 1943.

Members of an African-American
tank battalion prepare to clear
out enemy positions in Coburg,
Germany, in April 1945.
The 761st Tank Battalion saw
183 consecutive days of combat
while attached to General
George Patton’s Third Army.

African-American workers
assembled aircraft cockpits
soon after completing a war
industry training course.

New Orleans native
George Monrose was one of more
than 900,000 African Americans
who served in the US Army during
WWII. He went on to serve in
Korea and Vietnam.

Black sailors engaged in the
dangerous task of moving shells at
an ammunition depot similar to the
facility at Port Chicago, Calif.

Coast Guard Fireman First Class
Charles Tyner examines the
shrapnel hole in the helmet he
wore during the assault on the
beaches of Southern France.
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Celebrating our roots
HISTORY, from front page

meant to be apartments
and a service station, it
came to be known as the
Jordan Dance Hall. By the
mid-1940s, it was renamed
the Manhattan Casino.
“It was his demeanor
and apt for business that
him
respect
earned
amongst the races during
a time when racial tensions
were high and segregation
was the norm,” said
Daniels.
In a personal effort to
assist low-income residents, he donated land to
the city that eventually became Jordan Park public
housing.
Before he died in 1936,
he fought for a school to be
erected for black children,
which became known as
Jordan Elementary. Jordan
Sr. is buried in the historic
Lincoln Cemetery.
Jordan’s
grandson
Basha Jordan, Jr. gave
some insight into the life of
African Americans living in
Jim Crow St. Petersburg
when lynching was the
order of the day.
“After they lynched
him they cut off his fingers
and toes and gave them to
their children for souvenirs,” said Jordan, Jr.
about the murder his father witnessed in downtown St. Pete as a child.
“We are living in an age
today where there are still
some semblances of that
type of activity only it’s
covert rather than overt. I
thank God for Mt. Zion and
your pastor and for you all
addressing these issues.”
Once Williams took the
microphone, the church

had no idea they would be
getting a sermon wrapped
up in a history lesson.
“We like to talk about
people as if they achieved
greatness solely by the
fruits of their own achievements or their own education, but not by their faith,”
said Williams. “Every one
of the great black leaders
that I talk about were all
men and women of faith.”
Much of his lecture
was focused on the youth.
He warned of the dangers
of telling young people that
they stand on the shoulders of giants and creating
unreasonable expectations
for them to follow. He feels
this will lead them to believe that people that came
before them were somehow superheroes.
“We talk about Rosa
Parks and Martin Luther
King, Jr. as if they were the
Avengers, as if they wore
capes as if magically they
had courage and strength
that allowed them to overcome simply because they
were exceptional human
beings,” he averred.
The fact of the matter
is, he said, they were afraid
in those moments when
their faith was tested. They
for
guidance
asked
through prayer and sought
solace in the company of
others.
“To overcome, they
had to believe that there
was a power greater than
themselves leading that
struggle,” said Williams,
who is a dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
at Fairfield University in
Connecticut.

He focused on three
definitions of the word
“giant.” The first definition
said a giant was an imagery and mythical being
of human form but of superhuman size.
“Martin Luther King
was not a giant. He was
shorter than me,” Williams
laughed, noting that God
gave him the gift of captivating his audience with
his words.
“He realized the importance to speak in the social
justice truth of power and
he used that power to manifest glory on earth and to
edify a people who have
been downtrodden. That’s
what made him a giant.”
The second definition
of the word “giant” he gave
was an abnormally tall or
large person animal or
plant.
“Rosa Parks was a tiny
woman,” he said.
Despite the fact that
she’s usually portrayed as
an old woman whose feet
were tired, Parks was only
42 years old when she refused to give up her seat.
“This wasn’t some act
of defiance that grew out of
the fact that her feet were
tired on this particular afternoon,” said Williams, as
he explained Parks was an
activist and her actions
were deliberate.
She was a member of
the Women’s Council that
was looking for an opportunity to raise the issue of
segregation on the buses;
she was the secretary of
the president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters and she was a
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member of the NAACP.
“It wasn’t an accident
what happened on that
bus,” he said.
The third definition
said a giant is a very large
company or organization.
“You don’t need an
army to start a revolution,”
he stated, citing the four
young men who sat at the
lunch counters in North
Carolina and the two
young men who started
the Black Panther Party.
“I don’t need 600 people; I’ll take 60 as long as
you’re committed.”
Still focusing in on
young people, Williams
said we often talk about the
Civil Rights Movement in
the contexts of great men
and woman, but rarely are
the children mentioned.
He gave the example of
the Little Rock Nine.
These nine African-American students enrolled in
Little Rock Central High
School in 1957 but were
initially prevented from entering by the governor of
Arkansas. Not until President Eisenhower intervened were they allowed to

attend the school.
They had food thrown
in their faces and were subjected to physical and verbal abuse every day. The
youngest of the group
listed in her New Year’s
resolution that she would
do her “best to stay alive to
May 29.”
Melba Joy Pattillo
Beals recognized how
deadly it was for her to attend school.
“All she wants to do is
go to school and have the
opportunity to get that education,” said Williams,
who told the children to
think about her words
when it was time to get up
for school on Monday
morning.
He went on to talk
about the historical amnesia our society has developed and the dangers of
not remembering our history.
“It is a travesty that the
King Holiday is an occasion for a white sale at
Macy’s. People that know
nothing about Dr. King,
nothing about his message
or the legacy of the move-

ment, but we’re celebrating 20 percent off,” he said,
noting that they don’t even
have people of color in
their ads.
Williams said the danger in historical amnesia is
when people like conservative talk show host Glenn
Beck in 2010 made a
speech saying that it was
time to reclaim the Civil
Rights Movement because
it has been so distorted
and turned upside down
that it’s an abomination.
“What Civil Rights
Movement is he talking
about,” asked Williams.
“This is what I mean about
losing the connection to
our history to the point
that the people in the past
somehow become movies
and the violence becomes
unreal.”
Williams went on to
discuss the Trump presidency, the Black Lives
Matter Movement, social
and economic injustice and
the importance of the
black church.
Go to TheWeeklyChallenger.com to watch Dr.
Yohuru Williams in action.
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The African diaspora
ASALH from front page

documentary
“Slave
Routes: A Global Vision.”
It tells the story of the diverse histories and heritages stemming from the
global tragedy of the slave
trade and slavery.
Aimed at a general audience, the film provides
an overview of the massive
deportation of African populations to different parts
of the world including the
Americas, Europe, the Indian Ocean, the Middle
East and Asia.
Its scope moves beyond the trauma of slavery
and emphasizes slave resistance and resilience in
surviving such a dehumanizing system.
The
documentary
stemmed from when
Walker was asked to be the
keynote speaker at the
United Nations in New
York on the topic of remembering slavery and
celebrating the heritage.
“I don’t know how to
put celebrating and slavery
in the same sentence. I had
to resolve that. My conclusion was it’s OK to remember slavery if we don’t just
remember the terrorism,”
said Walker.
In her film, she highlighted the African presence across continents, the
significant contributions of
the African diaspora to the
host societies in various
fields (arts, religion, knowledge, gastronomy, agricul-

ture, behavior, linguistics,
etc.) and the racism and
discrimination inherited
from this tragic past.
Walker sat out to debunk the lies that have
been swirling around for
centuries such as the
African did not bring anything to the Americas.
“If you look at the kinds
of work that needed to be
done in the Americas to
create new societies, Europeans who wanted to do
this
had
to
bring
Africans…Europeans did
not know tropical culture,
so they enslaved Africans.”
In fact, many Africans
were enslaved in the Americas specifically for their
technological expertise.
Walker feels it’s important for African Americans
to know their history in the
United States, but thinks it
is also really important for
them to know other
African cultures around
the world.
During the 400 years
of enslavement, 500,000
people came to British
North America, but 10
times that many went to
Brazil.
“I think we need to get
a better since of who we
are in the world and
where we are in the
world,” said Walker, noting that African descendants number over 200
million in the Americas,
not just the 40 million in

the United States.
dispersed
Slavery
Africans all over the world
to plantations in the Indian
Ocean Islands, throughout
the Mediterranean to
Turkey during the Ottoman Empire, in the South
Pacific and in India, just to
name a few locations.
The documentary was
essentially a story of perseverance showing that although Africans were torn
away from their homes and
families and the world they
knew, throughout the
global African diaspora and
in spite of slavery, these involuntary immigrants preserved ancestral memories.
Walker conducted a
brief Q&A session after the
film speaking on the topics
of the importance of dance
in African cultures, and
how Africans in Catholic
countries are freer to practice the religion of their ancestors.

“SHOP FOR NOTHING
FLEA MARKET”

Sat., March 18,
9 am - 2 pm at
New Jerusalem MBC
1715 18th Ave. S.
We are giving away
FREE
clothes and shoes!

Come celebrate Black History Month with the
Jordan Park Projects Nostalgic Association, Inc.
The celebration includes recognition of noted families
from the old and new projects of Jordan Park.
Feb. 27 at 6 p.m.• Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S
Free and open to the public
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Legacy Week is Feb. 2-10
www.legacyweek.org

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

11 A.M. Sunday
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850

@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook

Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SPIC would like to welcome you to away of life
conducive to proper religious growth, we are an
Islamic community in association with W.D.
Mohammed, which proclaims in word and deed the
universal message of Al-Islam, that there is but one
God and one human family. We will cultivate the
patterned growth of human excellence and good character through
building valuable relationships with all God conscious people.

Schedule of Services
Ju’mah (Friday Prayer) service.............................................1:30 pm
Tai’Leem(Sunday Qur’an study) .........................................10:30 am
Sisters (Precious Jewels) meetings every 2nd Sat. ......12:00 noon

Please visit us, you are all welcome!!!!
Imam Wilmore Sadiki & Staff

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

20th Street
church of christ
bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday bible class (all ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday evening Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEnCEs

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for February
Feb 26 - Children and
Youth Ministry’s (C.Y.M.)

Taste of Soul in Honor of
Black History Month-After
Morning worship in Fellowship Hall
Events Coming in March
Mar 11 - State Youth Convention Choir Rehearsal @
St. Mark M.B.C at 10 a.m.
Mar 12 - Senior Mission
No. 1 Presents Women in
White-A Celebration of Faith
3:00 p.m. at St. Mark. Guest
church, Mt. Pilgrim M. B.
Church, Rev. Clark Hazley,
Pastor
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Mem-

Friendship MBC
bers and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

First Mt. Zion
First Mt. Zion has kicked
off the observance of the
Church’s 100 Years and the
Pastor’s 25th anniversary.
The theme is “With God, All
Things Are Possible”.
The celebration began
with a musical sponsored by
the Unity Choir on Sat., Feb.
18. Various groups participated and a high time was
had by all.
Worship services on Sun.
afternoon, Feb. 19 with the

Mount Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church family and Reverend Louis
Murphy, Sr. filled the house
with glorious songs and a
powerful message, “Jesus
Makes The Difference”.
This week’s services
have also included:
As we wrap up this phase
of a yearlong celebration, the
following
services
will
finalize the week:
Thurs., Feb. 23- Gethse-

mane MBC Reverend Ron
Gibson, Pastor
Fri., Feb. 24 Galilee
MBC, Reverend Ernest
Jones, Pastor
Sun., Feb. 26- 11am -Reverend Demetrius Davis,
First Mount Pilgrim Evangelical Missionary Baptist Chur
ch, Speaker
First Mount Zion is located at 1121 22nd Street
South and Reverend Wallace
Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Call 727-896-2922 to advertise

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION
TO
THE
CHURCH WHERE WE
KNOW “IT'S JUST NICE
TO BE NICE” - COME TO
THE SHIP AND SEE FOR
YOURSELF - Need a place
to call home, we're not perfect, all of us have sinned
and fallen short, you can
come here just as you are,
seeking a Word from the
Lord, great Teaching
(Wednesday In The Word,
Noon Day and at 7 pm,
Also Youth Enrichment,
alittle something full of
Fun and Spiritual designed
just for the children and
Preaching is what you desire, well, look no further...The
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist
Church, which is often referred to as “THE SHIP,”
will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services at
7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am. Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor and the Official
Board stand ready to WELCOME YOU.
February is Black History month ‘The Crisis in
Blackeducation’
February at the Ship
Please Join US at the
Ship for the 10:45 am Worship Service, a Real place
to be for these Real times.
WEST COAST BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
The Fourth (4th) Annual W.C.B.A. Paul and

Timothy Laymen’s Conference will be held on Sat.,
Feb. 25, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
First Antioch Missionary
Baptist Church, 58 East
Main Street Apopka,
Florida, Rev. Anthony T.
Duckworth Pastor. Please
Contact Deacon Leon Dunbar or Brother Bobby
Robinson, for Bus Transportation if you have not
Pre-Registered, this is a
great Father and Son(s),
Grandson(s) and their
Friends Outing.
Sat., March 18, our One
Day Spring Retreat to be
held at the St. Mark Baptist
Church-Port of Tampa, Fl,
Pastor Corriggio Reeves,
Host Pastor 10 a.m. Please
plan now to attend, Bus
Transportation sheet will
be located in Atrium...Let's
have a great day in the
Lord.... Sis. Annie Munns,
West Coast General Secretary advised everyone attending that: Today's
Blessing, Tampa, will be
our Out-Reach Project,
each person attending is
asked to bring 5 Can
Goods, this will go along
way.
Also, across the
street from the church at
the Center, there will be a
Health Fair.
Florida General Baptist
Convention, Inc.
Sat., March 11, 9 am,
our State Women's Auxiliary President Sis. Virginia
Hayes will be the Guest
Speaker at the First Anti-

och Missionary Baptist
Church, 58 East Main
Street in Apopka, Florida,
Rev. Anthony Duckworth,
Pastor, her Theme will be
“The Roll of the Women in
the Church Today.”
NATIONAL BAPTIST
CONVENTION,
USA,
INC.
Sis. Cynthia P. Smith
newly Appointed Woman's
Auxiliary President, will be
Celebrated on March 17 at
6 pm in Detroit, Michigan.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional information on any
of the announcements,
please contact us by the
following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - EM
a
i
l
:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit
Our
Website:
w w w. f m b c t h e s h i p . n e t
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation
Ministry – (727) 906-8300
– Mon. – Fri. from 9 am - 3
pm.
“Remember and pray
for our men and women in
uniform as well as our veterans this new year!”

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Unity of Midtown to Unity Temple
of Truth Church
For the past 5 years, we have been Unity
Temple of Truth Church, Inc. “Doing Business as Unity of Midtown.” The consciousness behind the name, Unity of Midtown,
was to clearly distinguish us from the other
Unity churches in the city, First Unity Spiritual Campus on 4th Street and Unity of St.
Petersburg on 1st Ave North. This name
also put us in alignment with the plans to develop Midtown as a vibrant area of St. Petersburg.
On Sunday, February 19 at 12:45 pm at
our Annual Church Meeting, our congregation voted to return to our original corporate
name, Unity Temple of Truth Church, Inc.
After engaging in a two-month spiritual discernment process, we chose what was the
highest and best for our local assembly and
the community that we are called to serve.
We trusted in the Lord with all of our hearts
and we did not lean to our own understanding. In all of our ways, we acknowledged God
and God directed our path (Proverbs 3:5-7).
Through the name, Unity Temple of
Truth Church, we are reclaiming our heritage and proclaiming our future. We are
building on the foundation that was laid by

our founders, Mamie Hughes, Rev. Catherine and James Brooks, Jesse White and
other women of color. It was their desire to
make truth teachings of health, prosperity
and harmony in all relationships as taught
and demonstrated by Jesus Christ available
to people on the Southside of St. Petersburg,
especially the African American community.
As the Spiritual Leader of this now growing multicultural, metaphysical Bible-based
church, I AM honored to serve a congregation that is unified under one name, Unity
Temple of Truth Church. Our prayers have
been answered “And we know that all things
work together for the good to them who love
God and them who are the called according
to God’s purpose (Romans 8:28).” We look
forward to continued success as we re-brand,
and market who we currently are as a
church. We proclaim increase, abundance,
overflow and more than enough as it relates
to attendance, membership and finances so
that we can make an even greater impact on
the community. We also envision building or
buying our new edifice in 2020 or sooner to
accommodate our holistic growth and development.
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